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COVID UPDATE
The COVID Task Force, Bettina McBeth, Chris Cuttitta, Julie Haller
(unable to attend), and Vicar Mike Faust, met on June 22, 2021 and
agreed to lift all COVID related restrictions on June 28, 2021.
1. Masks are optional for anyone who feels they need to wear one.
It is being suggested that unvaccinated youth under 12 wear a mask.
2. There currently is no social distancing requirement, but please
respect each other’s space.
3. We will not physically pass the peace at this time. It can be done by
waving or gesturing during the service.
4. We suggest that the offering plates not be passed but put in a
designated spot as we are doing at the present time.
5. At this time we will still have hymns in the bulletin. Each parish may
return any items to pews as they see fit.
6. All will receive communion with the same wafer and juice cups until
they are gone. At that point, each parish can decide how they would
prefer to distribute the elements. We recommend against intinction
as a method.
7.
If anyone should receive a positive test for COVID, out of respect for
others, please report it to the task force.
8. Buildings can be used for purposes designated by each parish.
As always, if you feel sick stay home and watch service online.
Thank you so much for your patience and cooperation
during this difficult time.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
*Please stand as you are able.
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:
C:

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

C:
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P:
C:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
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P:

C:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN

“Take My Life, That I May Be”

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
(Please be seated.)
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HYMN OF PRAISE

(Continues on Next Page)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
C: God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for
one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your
wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING:

Amos 8:4-7

The First Reading is from Amos, the eighth chapter.
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Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5
saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
6
buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
7

The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM:

Psalm 113

L: Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord;
praise the name of the Lord.
C: Let the name of the Lord be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.
L: From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the Lord be praised.
C: The Lord is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.
L: Who is like the Lord our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
C: but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?
L: The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
C: enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.
L: The Lord makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!
SECOND READING:

1 Timothy 2:1-7

The Second Reading is from First Timothy, the second chapter.
1

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
4
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. 5For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
7

Christ Jesus, himself human,
6
who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and
an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles
in faith and truth.
L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL:

Luke 16:1-13

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his
property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What
will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am
not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to
do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into
their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs
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of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it
fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A
hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it
eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had
acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with
their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make
friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone,
they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
10
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have
not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another,
who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for
a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated.)

SERMON

Pastor Susan Scott
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“Son of God, Eternal Savior”
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS
P: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so
let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s
good creation.
A brief silence.

P:

God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany
those preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten
preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those who share your good
news with the world. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards
of your creation. Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop sustainable practices.
God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public
servants to follow the example of courageous leaders and safeguard
the dignity of each person. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P:

Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe
justice into economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and
hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters. Provide comfort and strength to those who seek healing, especially those on our prayer list and those we silently name in our hearts.
God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
12

P:

God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us
thankful for the witness of those who have gone before us, especially
Nelson Kane, Terry “Frog” Rex, and Pastor Martin “Marty” Young,
and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has no end. God of
grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious
God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
C: Amen.
PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN: “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray.
C: Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
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PREFACE
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SANCTUS

THANKSGIVING
P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P:

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray ...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.
THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
All who wish to encounter Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to the Table.
As directed, please come forward observing a proper social distance. The elements will be given by Pastor Susan or the Communion Assistant. If you would
like a verbal blessing only, please place your hands on your own shoulders to let
the Pastor know. Holy Communion may also be received at your seat. Just inform the Pastor or usher. The elements will be partaken at the Pastor’s or Communion Assistant’s direction:

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
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COMMUNION HYMN

“Be Thou My Vision”

POST-COMMUNION
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Let us pray.
C: God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
P:

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
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*SENDING SONG

“Rise Up, O Saints of God!”

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
All hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.Net #255604 expires 3/5/2023, CCLI #2641942 Size B expires 5/31/2023.
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Lector
J Karen Carey
C Chris Cooley
B Nancy Miller

Worship Assistants
Greeters/Ushers
Altar Guild
—
Harold & Kathy Stoner
—
Chris & Vicki Cuttitta
Kathy Singley
Altar Flowers:
St. James, Christ & Bethlehem
To the Glory of God

Happy Birthday!
September 20:
Fisher Taylor
September 21:
William Mickley

OFFICE HOURS AND PASTORAL NEEDS
Pastor Susan has office hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
1-4 pm at Bethlehem. Please stop by to visit. Her official day off is
Friday, but she is available for pastoral emergencies.
For all your pastoral needs, please contact
Pastor Susan Scott by phone/text at 717-497-1013
or email pastorsusanscott2022@gmail.com.
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CELEBRATION
FOR PASTOR SUSAN
ON OCTOBER 16th
We will celebrate Pastor Susan on Sunday,
October 16th. There will be one service
at 10:00 a.m. at Bethlehem followed
by a luncheon in the social room.
At 2:00 p.m., Pastor Steve Herr, Dean of the Gettysburg Conference,
will preside at the Service of Installation.
More information to follow.

REMINDER:
JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY ON ROMANS
ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21!
at Bethlehem. The third session of the study will be this Wednesday,
September 21, with Romans 6:1-23 and will focus on the question, “If
what I do doesn’t save me, does it matter how I live?” Session 4 will concentrate on the question, “Where is God when we suffer?” Session 5 will
consider our call to mission to share the good news. Session 6 will explore how to be the body of Christ in the world.
– We Look Forward to Seeing You on Wednesday Evening! –

ON-LINE SUNDAY WORSHIP
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LUNCH AT NAOMI’S AMISH KITCHEN
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd, at 12 NOON
St. James WELCA has scheduled a Family Style Lunch: Country Ham,
Turkey and Stuffing, and all the fixin's for Friday, September 23rd, at
12 noon at Naomi's Amish Kitchen. If you are interested, please call
Betty McCauslin at 717-677-7294 for reservation or with questions no
later than TODAY – Sunday, September 18th. If interested, there will
be a car pool at 10:30 a.m. from St. James, Wenksville.
Cost is $23 for adults; half price for
children 7-12; 6 and under are free.
Tips are not included.
DON’T FORGET TO RSVP TODAY!

THRIVENT FUNDRAISER ON SEPTEMBER 18th
September 18, to benefit their Blessing Box. Church members
and Parish members are encouraged to make a special donation towards food and some clothing items.
towards the project. If you have questions, please contact Julie
Haller at 717-515-7416.

SPECIAL NOTE:

HARVEST HOME SUNDAY
We will celebrate Harvest Home Sunday on September 25th!
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PARISH MEETINGS
All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise stated.
St. James WELCA
‘NO SEPTEMBER MEETING’
Bethlehem Council
Mon., October 10
WELCA
Mon., October 17, at St. James
Parish Budget Committee
Mon., October 24, at Bethlehem

DEADLINE FOR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
As a reminder, items for the newsletter should be received at the
church office by the 20th of the month for the next month’s newsletter.

ATTENTION: BETHLEHEM CONGREGATION
During the month of October, Bethlehem Council would like to do a special
collection for United Lutheran Seminary/Gettysburg. For the past two years
we were blessed to have two interns from the Seminary serve as our pastor
and have now called a recent Seminary graduate as our full-time called Pastor. Without the Seminary none of this would have been possible. We
would like to take up a collection throughout the month as a gift in recognition of the Seminary's on-going work in training the leaders of the Church of
tomor- row. Quite frankly, had we not had the steady guidance of our interns
over the past two years and had been forced to rely on a stream of different
Supply Pastors each Sunday, it is doubtful that we would be here today. In
joyous recognition of the contributions of the Seminary to our continued success as a congregation, we think it entirely appropriate to contribute financially to their continued work. Please mark your envelope on the "OTHER"
line with "ULS" or "SEMINARY". Our council has voted to match each contribution from our funds. We encourage you to give generously.
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for

May be sent to:

14 Makenzee Drive
Carlisle, PA 17015
LET’S GET TOGETHER!!
Care and Share Card Ministry meets each month.
Remember, all are welcome and no talent is necessary.
* * * * * * *
The next Care and Share meeting is:

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th, at 1 PM at BETHLEHEM
Please join us for this meaningful and important ministry.
WANTED:
VOLUNTEER FOR ENTRANCE DISPLAY
AT BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
A volunteer is needed to do posters/displays for Education Entrance at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Previous displays were done for many years
by Ruth Bretzman. Unfortunately, due to health issues, time, etc., she is
no longer able to do so. If interested in doing nice and informative displays, there are plenty of materials/resources, such as posters, pictures,
data/info located in the closet. Please lend a helping hand. Your help will
be greatly appreciated! See Ruth for more information. “Thank you!”
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JOINT COUNCIL TREASURER NEEDED FOR 2023
The Joint Council would like to remind you that it is seeking someone to take over
the duties of Joint Council Treasurer beginning January 1, 2023, as our current Joint
Council Treasurer Cindy Baugher will be retiring from the position at the end of
2022. The duties include but are not limited to paying parish bills in a timely manner, leadership in formulating the yearly Joint Parish budget, presenting financial
reports and perhaps, most importantly, responsibility for the parish payroll. This is
an elective office of the executive board of the Joint Council, and there is a yearly
stipend associated with the position. Obviously it will be highly desirable for anyone interested in the position to speak up now, so that they may meet with Cindy
and familiarize themselves with the duties of Joint Parish Treasurer. This will ensure a smooth transition at the end of December.
We would like to make sure that everyone understands that although we can do
without presidents, vice presidents and secretaries for a time, if there is no Joint
Parish Treasurer the business of the parish will come to an immediate halt – no
paychecks for the pastor/vicar or parish secretary or organist, and no bills paid.
Please give this your serious consideration and advise Joint Council President, Chris
Cuttitta (717-448-0366), or Joint Parish Treasurer, Cindy Baugher (717-873-8200),
as soon as possible. The sooner we have a potential replacement the easier things
will be at the end of the year for everyone.
Thank you,
Chris Cuttitta and the Joint Council

FRUIT CUP DONATIONS NEEDED FOR JOHN’S MEALS!
John’s Meals will begin serving approximately 120 students weekly
beginning September 23rd. They would appreciate
donations of fruit cups:

 MIXED FRUIT
 MANDARIN ORANGES
 PEACHES

 PEARS
 PINEAPPLES
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 REMEMBER OUR BLESSING BOXES 
Things we need to include:
Mac ’n cheese, soups, canned pasta meals (aka Chef Boyardee), instant
potatoes, canned veggies, canned meat, canned fruit/fruit cups, instant
rice, pasta, spaghetti sauce, beans (dried or canned), fruit gummies,
sugary cereal, peanut butter, applesauce, instant cereal/oatmeal,
toiletries (TP, paper towels, feminine hygiene products,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, hand sanitizer)
Our Blessing Boxes are definitely filling a need in our community!
Here are a few additional ideas of things we might think about contributing:
Shelf stable milk, powdered milk, can openers, canned food with pop tops, oil
(cooking, vegetable, canola, olive, etc.), spices, salt, pepper, tea bags, coffee, sugar, flour,
tuna packets, crackers (all kinds), bread, cake mix, frosting,
dishwashing detergent, laundry detergent

* Please don’t buy bulk dry goods (rice, beans, pasta, etc.) and re-package at home. *
* Due to food safety concerns, only factory sealed packaging should be put in the box. *
* Be aware of glass items that might break. Take note to EXPIRATION DATES. *
* Do not leave items OUTSIDE the box. *

“THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE DONATED!”

Hey, Kids! … See What’s Cookin’ on September 21st!
All Preschoolers through 6th Graders are invited to Trinity Lutheran Church, 38
North High Street, Arendtsville, for the monthly What’s Cookin’ program being held
this Wednesday, September 21, from 6 to 7:30 pm! The youth will gather for a fun
evening to include a light meal together and a Bible-themed lesson and activity.
What’s Cookin’ meets the third Wednesday of each month.
Other What’s Cookin’ dates are: October 19, November 23, December 21,
January 18, February 15, March 15, and April 19.
Contact Ellie Vranich at evranich@comcast.net or 717-677-4431 to RSVP or if
having questions or wanting to assist with a meal.
All local kids are welcome! Bring a friend!
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Prayer List - Parish Members
Ruth Bretzman b
Tony Bretzman b
Mary Chronister b
Roger Chronister c
Shelvey Dugan b
Ed Fletcher b
Patsy Gochenauer j
Wahnettah Harvey c

Harold Hollabaugh b
James Hollabaugh b
Cora Kime b
Jim McGraw c
Paula McGraw c
Loren Mortorff b
Larry Peters b
Mary Peters b

Christopher Rinehart b
Alan Showers j
John Slaybaugh c
Donna G. Taylor j
Dan Turner c
Mike Wolfe c

Friends of the Parish
Darryl
Diane Baugher
Doug Baugher
Jean Behney
Jeff Black
Bev Bretzman
Tom Callahan
Alli Crowell
Jeanne Cuttitta
Helen Daniels
Diane Fetters
Luann Fix
Sue Garretson
Michelle Hadley

Jay Hall
Galen Hartz
Linda Heller
Jack Hinkle
Jane Hollabaugh
Tom Horner
Kim Hughes
Rosalie Johnson
Jeannette Kime
Tessa Kime
Paige Kriel
Pastor Bob McEllroy
Annette McGowan
Barb Mahoney

Emily Maiolo
Bobby Manning
Danielle Martin
Bradley Metz
Diane Myers
Zach Pelc
Brian Reed
Ginny Rinehart
Jim Rodgers
Jim Tracey
Charlie Wescott
Toby Wickline
Lynn Woerner

With Deepest Sympathy
We extend our sympathy and prayers to the families of those who have
died in the faith and who are now at rest with their eternal Father
(our saints who have gone before us):
Nelson Kane, Terry “Frog” Rex, and The Rev. Martin “Marty” Young
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